
 

Denham Way, Maple Cross, Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire WD3 9SS 

Phone: 01923 770909 

Email: admin@maplecross.herts.sch.uk 

Headteacher: Hannah Trickett 

Tuesday 2nd March 2021 

 

Full school reopening, 8th March 2021 onwards  
 

Dear Parents, Carers and Guardians, 

 

I am delighted to write to you all with details of the schools re-opening from 8th March. There should 
be further reducing of restrictions in the summer term and we will keep you updated as this happens. 
Much remains the same as the autumn term but please check timings and year group specific details 
below as there are some tweaks.  

 

Thank you to everyone within the community for supporting the efforts to reduce cases of Covid:19. 
All staff who have been offered the jab have taken it up and we thank everyone in our community 
who is doing the same. It is vital that we continue with a focus upon hand hygiene and social distancing 
to ensure rates remain low and reduce the risk of further bubble closures within school.  

 

We are looking to capture parent voice about this period of remote learning. Please follow this link to 
answer a few questions. Thank you for your time to complete.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1m3XYu_kUNixkcm905zBshI3H0YB9xP8VBV9Rm2neKvM/edit 

 

Grouping of children 

Children will remain in their classes within bubbles. Whole school activities will not be possible before 
Easter but we are optimistic for the summer term.  

 

Classroom layout 

Children will continue to be spaced among the classroom, facing forward (except in Nursery, 
Reception and Year 1 where this prohibits learning). Resources will only be shared within class bubbles 
and regularly cleaned. Classrooms will be well ventilated (open windows and doors) at all times so 
please ensure your child wears a jumper if the temperature drops.  

 

Timings 

Please ensure children only arrive at school at their allocated drop off time to avoid excessive numbers 
and allow for social distancing. Families that arrive early will be politely asked to go for a walk away 
from the school grounds. While we are all desperate to interact and catch up adults MUST socially 
distance at all times. Children should be dropped off by one adult only and Years 4, 5 and 6 should 
walk to and from school without an adult if you have given permission.  

 

Class Drop off time Pick Up time 

Nursery 8.45am 11.45am 

Reception 8.45am 3.10pm 

Year 1 8.35am 3.00pm 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1m3XYu_kUNixkcm905zBshI3H0YB9xP8VBV9Rm2neKvM/edit


Year 2 8.35am 3.00pm 

Year 3 8.50am 3.15pm 

Year 4 8.50am 3.15pm  

Year 5 8.40am 3.05pm 

Year 6 8.40am 3.05pm 

 
 

 

Curriculum 

Staff have re-written the curriculum for the three weeks before Easter – The Maple Cross 
Road Map. This is to allow a blend of the remote learning and the return to school. There will 
also be significant focus on the school’s attributes; Reflect / Lead / Aspire so children can re-
establish what it means to be a learner and how to learn.  

There will also be significant focus upon reconnecting and social interactions. Below is a 
summary; 

 

 Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  

w/b 
8.3.21  

Timetable – full 
curriculum 

Timetable – 
full 

curriculum 

Forest School 
– team work 

activities. 
KS1 & 2 

Timetable – 
full 

curriculum 

ART DAY  
 

w/b 
15.3.21 

DT DAY  Timetable – 
full 

curriculum 

Forest School 
– team work 

activities. 
KS1 & 2 

Timetable – 
full 

curriculum 

Red Nose day – 
Super hero, 

reflect/lead/aspire 
day 

*everyone dressed 
as a super learner 

(not marvel please) 

w/b 
22.3.21  

Outdoor science 
DAY  

Timetable – 
full 

curriculum 

Forest School 
– campfire! 

KS1 & 2 

Timetable – 
full 

curriculum 

Last day of term – ½ 
day 

 

 

Please ensure your child brings ALL their learning from home back into school on Monday 8th March. 
This will be left to quarantine for 72 hours and will then be used in learning. Please also bring in home 
writing books.  

 

Music lessons (Yr3 drumming and Yr4 & Yr5 brass) and PE lessons (Mr Jarvis) will resume from Monday 
8th March. Please ensure you have signed up for sports clubs.  

 

Beginning of the day and Pick Up 

Please follow the yellow markers and one-way system. There should be one adult per child 
please. In through the car park and out via the alleyway. Adults will need to say goodbye to 
the children at the green gates and the children will walk around to outside doors to enter 
classrooms. At pick up time children will be waiting in the same spaces as per the autumn 
term. There will be members of staff within the school grounds to ensure pupils are walking 
straight to classrooms.  
 



Equipment 

Please ensure your child does not bring anything to school. No school bags or water bottles 
should be brought in. Reading books should be returned on a Monday and Thursday where 
they will be isolated for the appropriate time period. Children should bring their reading 
books in every day for daily reading sessions.  

PE kits should be brought into school on the first day of term and only taken home weekly for 
older children or at half term for younger children.  

 

Uniform 

Normal school uniform should be worn by all children. Long hair must be tied up and only one 
pair of studded earrings is permitted for health and safety. If your child wears earrings these 
must be removed for PE days or your child must cover with tape. The full uniform policy is on 
the website.  

 

School Office is still physically closed to parents 

No parents will be able to come into the School Office or remain on the school site. Please 
direct communication via the school office telephone or email systems. Please ensure emails 
are sent to the admin@maplecross.herts.sch.uk address.  

 

Behaviour Protocol 

Please ensure you have read and discussed the behaviour appendix with your child before 
they return to school.  

 

Attendance and Absence 

We require notification of any non-attendance due to illness etc. prior to 8:30am that day. 
Any child that does not attend, where notification has not been received, will be contacted in 
the usual manner. If you are keeping your child at home due to a child/family member testing 
positively to Coronavirus or are shielding, we have a duty of care and you will need to contact 
the school every Monday by leaving an answer phone message on 01923 770909, Option 1. 

 

Rapid lateral flow testing for households and bubbles of school pupils and staff 
The Government have provided information for families who may wish to undertake lateral 
flow tests. Full details can be found on the link below.  
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-
school-pupils-and-staff  
 

Please do not hesitate to get in contact with any questions or queries you have We thank all 
our families for their support and understanding during this ever changing time and look 
forward to seeing you all on Monday 8th March.  

 

 

Hannah Trickett 

Head Teacher  

mailto:admin@maplecross.herts.sch.uk
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff


Appendix 1 – update to Management of Behaviour Policy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Revised Management of Behaviour Policy 

Summer Term-Re-opening, 8th March 2021 onwards  

 
As outlined in depth in the Management of Behaviour Policy (Jan 2020), at Maple Cross school, we 
manage behaviour using a therapeutic approach (STEPs). This approach prioritises the positive feelings 
of all involved and raises the profile of pro-social behaviour. We understand that all behaviours are a 
representation of emotions experienced by the individual.  

Our STEPs approach to behaviour is dependent on close proximity to our children (for strategies such 
as quiet coaching, private setting of expectations and sharing of consequences) and if behaviour 
escalates, becoming difficult or dangerous, our policy outlines safe and respectful physical handing 
procedures which involve escorting children away from potentially harmful situations.  

In light of the recent government guidance on social distancing, we are now unable to rely on these 
approaches to behaviour and ensure the safety of staff and pupils. We do, however, recognise that 
during these uncertain times, our children are vulnerable to more intense emotions than ever before. 
Our behaviour management policy will continue to protect both children and staff in these already 
challenging times. Therefore, we outline the key points of our temporary, revised behaviour approach 
below.  

 

Distanced Behaviour Management Approach: 

 Teachers will continue to encourage and nurture positive behaviours from a distance, 

guiding pupils to reflect on their emotions and teaching strategies for managing their 

emotions. 

 Children will be supported through a range of activities aimed at protecting mental well-

being, aiming for all children to feel safe and secure. 

 Teachers will set very clear behaviour expectations at the start of each session. These 

will include how to safely engage with teachers and peers (trying to remain 2 metres 

apart) and how to safely use more limited learning areas (spaced lining up, using one 

way routes around the classroom, remaining at designated table/seating areas during 

learning and no sharing of resources). 

 Teachers will continue to recognise and praise all positive behaviours demonstrated. 



 Teachers will give clear verbal instructions to any child who is not following behaviour 

expectations and is, therefore, at risk of presenting difficult/dangerous behaviour.  

 Teachers will set educational or protective consequences from a distance when children 

do not respond to clear instructions and continue to be at risk of difficult/dangerous 

behaviour. 

 If behaviour continues to escalate, meaning children are unable to settle and re-engage 

with learning and if behaviour poses harm to other children or staff, contact will be 

made to Head Teacher or leading member of SLT.  

 All Classrooms will have direct communication with the Head Teacher or leading 

member of SLT via walkie-talkie or school mobile phone. This adult would be the only 

person to physically escort any child from the classroom environment and only if the 

child was posing a threat to themselves or others. 

 

What can you expect from the teachers? 

 Teachers will keep parents informed via telephone of any difficult behaviours as soon 

as they are presented (same day) in an attempt to avoid any future escalations. 

 If behaviour becomes persistently difficult, teachers and Head Teacher will contact 

parents to discuss on-going support and possible adaptations to the timetable.  

 If behaviour does escalate and becomes dangerous (where a child becomes a risk to 

their own or others physical or mental well-being or safety), teachers will contact 

parents/carers to inform that the child must be collected from school and future learning 

in the school building would be under review.   

 

What do we ask of the parents/carers? 

 We ask all parents/carers to read and understand the revisions to the Management of 

Behaviour policy. 

 We ask all parents/carers to share the key points with their children and ensure they 

understand the importance of following instructions from the teachers and remaining a 

safe distance away from teachers and peers.  

 We ask that parents/carers support the wider school community by engaging with 

teachers if contact is made about behaviour concerns. 

 

What do we ask of the children? 

 We ask the children to try their hardest to keep a safe distance from their teachers and 

other children (* we understand know incredibly difficult this is for young children).  

 We ask the children to listen carefully to instructions from the teachers. 

 We ask the children to move around their school environment safely and respectfully. 


