
 

The Curriculum at Maple Cross: History 
A historian at Maple Cross is inspired to gain a deep understanding of the past of their locality and the wider world. Through curiosity, critical thinking and 

interrogation of a wide range of evidence, children will gain robust knowledge and understanding of chronology and reflect on key leaders of the past and how 

they have shaped present day. They are curious about the past and inspired to build a robust knowledge of significant eras of the past and how they have 

shaped present day societies/life. They challenge perceptions, analyse change and question events.  

 

Key historical theme Key vocabulary EYFS KS1 LKS2 UKS2 
Chronological 
understanding 

Change 
Same 

Difference 
Before 
After 

Ancient  
civilizations  
Short term 
Long term  

era 
past 

present 
period 
time 

Visual timetable and routines (e.g. 
days of the week (yesterday, today, 
tomorrow), months of the year, 3-

week food menu) 
 

How I have changed since being a 
baby 

Talk focused on change – noting 
similarities and differences  

 
My birthday 

Within an event 
First, second, third 

First, then, after 
 

Living memory of pupils 
 

Living memory of family members 
and those within our community  

Chronology within an event (more 
complex than at KS1) 

 
Chronology of periods of 

time/civilizations 
 

Chronology across periods of times 
and comparisons between 

events/periods of times using 
previous studied periods 

 
before, after, later, since, when, 

until 

Coherence within an event  
 

Chronology across events 
 

Chronology of events globally and 
identifying events that happened 

concurrently  
 

Impact of one event upon other 
chronologically  

 
Meanwhile, hence, by the time, 

during, until now 

Interrogating information 
sources  

Questions & validity  

Weighing evidence 
Sifting arguments  

curiosity  
inquisitive  

valid 
relevance 

 
notice 

question 
consider 
evaluate 
analyse 

 

Within all learning 
I notice . . . . 

I see . . . . 
 

Role of adults 
Model asking questions 

Provide sentence starters 

I notice … 
I wonder …. 

 
Exposure to wider range of 

questions…? 
Response to … 

Language of questions 
 

-What / where / when? 
 

-How? 
-Why? 

 
Making connections? 

 
SPAG – what is a question? How do 

we recognise a question?  

Pose questions 
 

Sort questions – which questions 
give us more information 

 
Begin to recognize types of 

questions 
 

Yr3 – analyzing 1 piece of evidence 
at a time 

 
Year 4 – analysing 2 pieces of 

evidence at a time 
 

Focus – identifying change, similarity 
and difference through questions) 

Ask a full range of purposeful 
questions 

 
Sort questions including devise 

questions (change, cause, 
significance) 

 
What is historically valid? 

How will the question take my 
learning forward? 

 
Use a range of sources (3 – 5) to 

weigh evidence and sift arguments  
 
 

Comparing and contrasting  Connections 
Contrast 

 
Locality 

Local 
Regional – Hertfordshire 

Immediate locality – school grounds 
Journey to school – Geography link 

 
Changes of seasons 

 
Sentence starters 

Modelled by adults 

What is the same 
 

What is different 
 

Use of specific language in spoken 
and written language  

Yr3 – while 
 

Yr4 – although, however 
Yr4 – even though 

 
Chn orally and in writing use focus 

language  

As LKS2 and in addition 
 

Whereas 
 

Unlike 
 

Like 



 

National  - England, United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Northern 

Ireland 
International 

Global  
Same 

Difference  
Empire  

 

 
Language in learning 

Speech bubbles 
 
 

  
Despite 
Similarly 
equally 

 
Develop appropriate use of historical 

terms  

Summarising  - linked to 
final outcomes of topic  

 
Analysis and application – 
linked to final outcomes of 

topic 

Trends 
 

therefore 
overall 

according to 
as a result  

 
Judgments 

Impact 
Critical thinking 

Trends 
Perceptions 

 

Summarising events by talking 
confidently around a theme  

 
 

Summarising events and sharing key 
information by presenting to a group 

or whole class 
 

I’ve learnt . . . . 
I discovered . . .  . 
I rememeber . . .  

Judgments including a formal 
presentation within their year group 

class or to younger pupils.  
 

Overall . . . .  
In general . . . .  

Judgements and impacts including a 
formal presentation to a group 
beyond their year group class 

including whole school 
presentations.  

 
According to . . . .  
In contrast . . . .  

I observed contradictions . . .   

 

Curriculum coverage and key themes 

Type of historical significance - cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social 

 

 KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Autumn 1  Great fire of London 

including life of significant 
person- Samuel Pepys 

 
TEXT: Great Fire of 

London 1666 by Emma 
Adams and James 

Weston Lewis 

  Ancient civilizations - 
Ancient Greece 

 
TEXT: 

Prejudice and Perspective 

-Woman’s rights – 

suffragettes -Black history 

TEXT: 

 

WW1 
 

TEXT: 

Autumn 2 Changes over time in MC 
-How has the local areas 

changed in living memory? 

 

  Shackleton’s Expedition  
 

TEXT: Shackleton’s 
Journey by William Gill 

 The Romans 
The invasion of London – 

London focus 

 

Spring 1 Toys over time  
– my lifetime, my parents 

and my grandparents  

 
 

Kings and Queens 
The house of Windsor, 

Queen Victoria and King 
Henry VIII 

 
 

Stone Age 
Stone Age – Iron Age 

 
 

Invaders and Settlers – 
Anglo Saxons and Scots  

 
 
  

 Crime and Punishment – 
history beyond 1066 

 
 



 

Spring 2   Ancient civilizations - 
Ancient Egypt 

 
 

 :  
 

Summer 1  
 

-Watercress Pioneer 
-Significant person - Emily 

Davison – suffragette 
 
 
 
 

 

 A Local History Study – 
The M25 

-How did it shape our 
village?  

 The Mayas 

Summer 2   -British Coastal Town 
-A Victorian comparison  

 

   

 

*Key texts are noted against topics. Where there no key texts a range is used to drive learning.  

 

 

 

 

 

A people without the knowledge of their past history, origin and 

culture is like a tree without roots. 

Marcus Garvey 


