
Africa 



1. Facts about the African Continent 
2. Key People  
3. African countries 
4. African climate  
5. Coasts around Africa 
6. African wildlife 
7. Recap (Sketch own map and create a knowledge organiser)

This project will be based on the African Continent and we will be looking at few of the very many aspect of 

Africa. 

Each week we will have a different focus so get ready to EXPLORE!

Week 4 – exploring African Climate. 

This is what we will be covering each week: 



Some other aspects that can be explored in your own time!



What Are Climate and Weather?

The weather is determined by the atmospheric 
conditions in an area measured over a shorter 
period of time. 
It can change quickly and is not constant 
throughout the day, week or month.

Weather

Climate
The climate is the average weather conditions in a 
region, measured over a long period of time. By 
looking at the past measurements, meteorologists 
can calculate the average rainfall and temperature 
for certain areas. 



Height above sea level can also affect temperature: the higher the altitude, the colder the temperature. Places on the coastline generally have a moderate climate: the temperature is 
neither too hot nor too cold. 

The hottest 
places on Earth 
are found close 
to the equator. 
The warmest 
climate zones 
are deserts. 
Temperatures 
can reach 50˚C.

The coldest 
areas are 
found at the 
North and 
South Poles. 
These are 
called tundra 
regions; the 
temperatures 
are very cold 
and few plants 
and animals 
are able to 
survive here.  

Equator

How does temperature affect the climate?



Types of Climate Zone

Polar Very cold and dry all year round Antarctica

Climate type Description Example

Temperate Cold winters and mild summers UK

Arid Dry and hot all year round Sahara Desert

Tropical Hot and wet all year round Brazil

Mediterranean Dry, hot summers and mild winters Spain

Mountain Very cold, sometimes wet, all year Himalayas



TASK 1  
Test yourself. Go back to the previous page and read the types of climate 
zones again. Then, without peeking, try to remember as many as you can. 

Can you also write a description for each?  

Try as many times as you need to 

in order to get all of them right!!



Grasslands

Climate Zone Locations



What types of climate are there in South Africa?

Mediterranean

Warm Subtropical

Warm Semi-
Arid

Cool 
Subtropical

Hot Arid

TASK 2 

Looking very closely at 
South Africa, we can see 
there are a few different 
types of climate. Can you 
find out what types of 
climate are there in the 
other regions of Africa?

It might be easier to do 
this straight on the map 
by dividing it into climate 
zones. (use different 
colours for different 
types of climate)   



Task 3 – REPORT IT

Imagine you are on holiday anywhere in Africa!

Write a postcard, email or letter describing the climate and the landscape.
You should include a description of the type of weather you are experiencing.
You should describe the types of plants and animals you can see there.

REMEMBER: write as much information as you can! 

For example: 

Tropical Climate 
I’m writing from Central African Republic, a country located south of the Sahara and north of the Equator, 
the climate is tropical, hot all year round, with a dry season in winter. The rainy season, which lasts for 
most of the year in the south, is limited to the summer months in the north.

Central African Republic, once had the third largest area of rainforest cover in Africa. Today, while tropical 
forest covers 36 percent of the country, most of this has been degraded by logging.

Tropical rainforests are extremely important; half of the world’s animal and plant species live there. In 
addition, rainforests also absorb 4.8 billion tons of carbon dioxide every year. The Amazon is the world’s 
largest rainforest.

Central African Republic is home to about 3,600 species of plants, 663 birds, 131 mammals, 187 reptiles, 
and 29 amphibians.

Additionally, … 





TASK 4
With reference to the 

climate graph, describe 
the climate of the 
Sahara Desert.     



TASK 5
Using examples from both 

graphs, compare the 
climate of the Sahara 

Desert and Birmingham. 



CHALLENGE TASK: 
Based on the climate of 

Sahara Desert, can you think 
of an ideal industry to locate 
there? write down your idea 
and your reasons. (think about 

how you can maximize the use of natural 

resources) 

For example:

The ideal industry for Sahara Desert would be ____________________ because 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________


