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The Life Cycle of Bees
Eva Crane studied the life cycle of bees, and explained that their 

life cycle has 4 main stages. 



The Life Cycle of Bees
Crane also explained that there are 3 different types of bee: 

The Drones

The drones are male, 
and their job is to 

mate with the queen 
to fertilise the eggs.

The Workers

The workers are all 
female, and they 
collect nectar for 

the colony.

The Queen

The queen is the only 
female bee able to produce 
eggs. She can lay fertilised 
eggs, which become worker 
bees, or unfertilised eggs, 

which become drones.
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The Life Cycle of Bees

Use the internet to find out 
as much as you can about 

need it to play the board 
game.
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The Life Cycle of Bees
Play the Beehive Board Game with your group to guide your counter through 
the stages of the life cycle. The aim of the game is to be the first to complete 

the life cycle!



Bees in Decline
In 1989, Crane reported her discovery that some species of bees were dying out.
Since she reported this, bee populations have continued to decline. Scientists call 

this problem 'colony collapse disorder'. The adult bees from a hive disappear, 
leaving behind the queen, the eggs and the larvae. They cannot survive without 

the adult bees to care for them, so the entire hive dies.

More than 10 million beehives have been lost to 
colony collapse disorder.

What problems do you think this could cause?



Bees in Decline

Bees pollinate flowers when they collect nectar. Crane published her findings 
that they are responsible for pollinating at least 40% of our food crops.

Without bees, many crops would not be pollinated.



Bees in Decline

Using your knowledge of plants, 
talk to your partner about the 
problems we would face if our 
crops were not pollinated.

If a plant is not pollinated, the flower will not grow seeds, 
fruits or vegetables. The crops will fail. Without 
bees, it would be much harder and 
more expensive to grow the 
foods we like to eat.




