
Week 3: JOURNEY by Aaron Becker 

A return-to-school project 

 

Once you are back in school, every class is going to explore this beautiful text together. While 

you are still learning at home, we are going to challenge you with something each week which 

is linked to this text. When you come back to school, we’d love you to share the incredible 

learning you have done on this text. Be creative, take your time and produce something you 

are really proud of. We can’t wait to see it and continue the learning in school. 

 

This is the world on the other side of the door. 

Is it anything like you imagined? 

What do you notice? 

Would you like to be there? Why / why not? 

 
 

 

Then, staring at her reflection, she notices the red crayon again and begins to draw.   

 



She climbs in her boat and the river takes her here… 

 

 

 
 

Using any of these pages, think about what the girl might be feeling, thinking or saying. 

Find a way to record your ideas. You could write them down. You could draw a section of 

the image and write around it. You could print and cut the image and write around it. You 

could draw the character in close up to show what she is feeling. You might think of your 

own way. It is up to you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

What is she 
feeling? 

 

 What is she 
thinking? 

 

 What is she 
saying? 

 



Nursery and Reception:  

Focus on feelings. 

Point out all the things you notice in the picture. 

Tell your adult how that would make you feel. The character probably feels the same way. 

Speak in full sentences e.g. I notice… or She feels… 

 Nursery: You could draw your feeling and write the initial letter sounds and your 

adult might write the rest.  

E.g. excited, nervous, happy 

 Reception: Have a go at writing the words (and a sentence if you can). 

E.g. She feels nervous. 

 

Year 1 and 2:  

Focus on feelings in particular. 

Point out all the things you notice in the picture. 

Tell your adult how that would make you feel and why. The character probably feels the 

same way. There could be two different feelings at the same time. 

 Write full sentences with capital letters and full stops. You could explain your 

thinking using a conjunction (and, but, because) 

E.g. She feels nervous but she is also excited. She is nervous because the building is 

huge. She is excited because she wants to find out what is on the other side. 

 

Year 3 and 4 

Focus on feelings and thinking. 

Point out all the things you notice in the picture. 

Tell your adult how that would make you feel and why. The character probably feels the 

same way. Are there any clues in the images about how the character feels? There could 

be two different feelings at the same time. 

What would you think if you felt like this?  

 Write full sentence with a conjunction including adjectives and adverbs to describe.  

E.g. When she is approaching the eerie building, she feels nervous because the building is 

so vast and so unfamiliar. ‘What will be on the other side? Shall I keep going?’  

 

Year 5 and 6 

Focus on feelings, thinking and saying. 

Point out all the things you notice in the picture. 

Tell your adult how that would make you feel and why. The character probably feels the 

same way. Are there any clues in the images about how the character feels? There could 

be two different feelings at the same time. 

What would you think if you felt like this?  How could you show the feeling without naming 

it? Would your thoughts and speech be the same or would you try to hide your real 

feelings? 

 Year 5 and 6: Represent the feeling in the thoughts without naming it.  You might 

include a relative clause. 

E.g. When she is approaching the eerie building, which towers over her tiny vessel, she 

feels nervous because the building is so vast and so unfamiliar. ‘W...w…what will be on 

the other side? Shall I keep going?’ she wonders nervously. “Hello! HELLO!” she calls out 

determined that no-one will know her true feelings. 

 



We recognise that teaching writing at home can be very challenging. Please check the 

school twitter feed and the blog for some videos to support this. Videos from the previous 

task will still give you an idea of the expectations /focus for each year group. In the 

meantime, focus on developing the creative ideas and thinking. Because this is a home-

school project, we can support the further development of the writing in school. 

We can’t wait to see what you come up with! Remember to present these as beautifully as 

you can. Our return-to-school project is going to be displayed in our school community. 

 

 
If you want to do any further learning on this, you could: 

 

 

 

Create speech bubbles 

for the characters in 

Journey or for the scene 

you created. 

Write the page of the 

book with the words you 

think it should have. 

Describe how the other 

characters are feeling 

and explain why they 

might feel this way. 


