
Reading Activities 

 

Vocabulary 

 

 

Act It Out 

Read the power words for your book 

and the story that goes with it. This 

will help you to understand. 

Work out some actions you could 

create to show the meaning of 

these words. 

 

Write your understanding of the 

meaning of the word underneath it. 

Be ready to share your 

actions and meanings 

with the class. 

Words I Loved 

Read for fifteen minutes 

writing down words you really 

love as you go. 

 

After fifteen minutes, pick the word 

you have loved the most and 

explain why you think this was such a 

fantastic choice of words. 

Remember to link your responses to 

the text you are reading. 

 
 

I loved the word…because… 
 

 

Unfamiliar Words 

Re-read the opening section of your 

story looking for words you don’t 

know. 

Whenever you get to a word you 

don’t know, stop and work out its 

meaning. 

 
Can you use the rest of the 
sentence to help you? 
Do you know another, similar word? 
Is there a picture to help? 
Is it in the dictionary? 
 

Write down the meaning of the 

unfamiliar word. Re-read the 

sentence now you know what it 

means.  

Carry on until the next word that you 

don’t know. 

Build a Sentence 

Use one of the power words from 

your book to build your own 

interesting sentence. 

Remember to use accurate 

sentence punctuation. 

 
Can you include a fronted adverbial 
or an adverbial phrase? 

 



Character 

Character Profile 

Read for ten minutes. Using 

everything you have read so far, 

choose your favourite character. 

Read the story to look for clues 

about this character.  

 

Use the symbols to help you build a 

profile of this character. Remember 

to use the words from the text to 

support your answers. 

  What does the character 

   look like? 

 

  What does the character 

   do? 

 

  How does the character 

   feel? 

 

  What does the character 

   think? 

 

  What does the character 

   say? 

 

Hearts, Minds and Voices 

Read for ten minutes. 

Choose a short scene from the text 

that interests you. 

 

Choose a character from the scene 

who interests you. 

For that character, mind map their: 

 

 

 

Use the words in the text as 

evidence to prove their point. 
 

Do they think something different 
to what they say?  
Why might this be? 
What evidence is there for this? 
 

Emotion Profile 

Read for ten minutes. 

Choose a character whose 

emotions change in what you have 

read so far. 

 

Pick out the key events for this 

character and plot them on the x 

axis (horizontal).  

Using evidence from the text for 

each event, plot where you think 

the character’s emotions fall. 

Remember to annotate your point 

with some evidence. 

 

 

 

Missing Character 

Read for ten minutes. 

Think about what has happened so 

far in the story.  

 

If you could edit the text, what 

character would you include to 

solve the problem? 

Draw a picture of the character you 

would include and annotate it with 

their features. 

 

I would include…because… 
 

  

 

 

  



Bloom’s Taxonomy 

Remember to PEE for each question! 
Make a Point, Explain it and provide Evidence from the text. 

Remembering 

 

Read for ten minutes. 

Answer these questions using 

evidence from the text to support 

your point. 

 

1. Who are the characters in the 

story? 

2. Where did the story take 

place? 

3. List five facts from the story. 

4. Who is the author and 

illustrator? 

 

 

Understanding 

 

Read for ten minutes. 

Answer these questions using 

evidence from the text to support 

your point. 

 

1. Did anyone in the book do 

something you didn’t like? 

Who? What? Why? 

2. What was the problem in the 

story? 

3. What did the title have to do 

with the story? 

 

Applying 

 

Read for ten minutes. 

Answer these questions using 

evidence from the text to support 

your point. 

 

1. What would the main 

character do if they visited the 

school? 

2. What lesson did you learn from 

the story (moral)? 

3. Did this book remind you of 

anything that has happened to 

you? What?  

4. Which character would you 

befriend? Why? 

Analysing 

 

Read for ten minutes. 

Answer these questions using 

evidence from the text to support 

your point. 

 

1. Compare two of the 

characters in the book. How 

are they different? How are 

they similar? 

2. Tell me an alternative ending. 

Explain your choices. 

3. Decide which parts of the story 

include the 5 Ws (What, When, 

Where, Why, Who) and the H 

(How).  

4. Write a blurb for the book. 



 


